Modoc Life

Surprise Valley Writers’ Conference
Four Years and Going Strong

he Surprise Valley Writers’ Conference celebrated its fourth year in mid-

September to rave reviews from all participants. The conference, originally
funded in 2007 with seed money from the Modoc County Resource Advisory
Committee (RAC), has been held every fall since then.

The conference is a four-day event specifically designed to help writers with
their craft and to provide an opportunity for them to meet Modoc County resi-
dents and to learn about, and appreciate the rural landscape of Modoc County.

The program consists of writing workshops conducted by a professional fac-
ulty, afternoon lectures and evening poetry and prose readings. Each year atten-
dees participate in a field trip to a geologic, historic or ranching site in the
county.

In 2008 and 2009 Julia Connor, poet laureate emeritus of Sacramento, a
conference poetry instructor, conducted a “Poetry in the Schools” program in
Cedarville’s elementary and high schools.

This year poet and translator William O’Daly, also a workshop instructor,
introduced 45 Modoc High and Surprise Valley High students to Spanish lan-
guage translation.

Both Connor and O’Daly’s educational programs were made possible by
grants from Pacific Power Foundation.

Writers come from such distant points as Las Vegas, San Diego, Ashland,
Sacramento, Reno and, of course Modoc County. This year four teachers from

Surprise Valley Writers’ Conference, 2010 - The look on Modoc County schools participated in the conference on scholarships provided

the faces of poets DeAnna Beachley and Jeanie French by the Modoc County Office of Education.
speaks volumes.

“No group or organization provides a better, more genial forum for
literary creativity than Modoc Forum. No ifs, ands, or buts...”

— William O’Daly, poet, translator, and editor
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history buffs how women in early California succeeded in the

literary profession. Arian Katsimbras, a creative writing student at UNR, attended

on a scholarship provided by Judy Topol.

Participants in poet Julia Connor’s workshop wrote, discussed University of Nevada creative writing instructor Mary Nevada Lambert and her husband

and explored their creativity. Chris Coake kept the audience on the edge of founded the Empire store eight miles
their seats when he read from his Bingham- from Gerlach in the 1950s. “It's time for
PEN award-winning book, “We're In Trouble.” me to tell my story,” she said as she took

the podium.
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